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Packed with photos, including 8 pages in full color  Color your world with orchids  Orchids are

beautiful, fragrant, wonderfully varied, and surprisingly affordable. But aren't they hard to grow at

home? No! says orchid grower extraordinaire Steve Frowine. In this handy guide, he shows you

step by step how to select the right orchids, keep them healthy, encourage blooms, and even

propagate your own plants.  Discover how to: * Select orchids that will thrive in your home * Water,

fertilize, repot, and propagate orchids  * Decipher complicated orchid names * Get familiar with

favorite orchid varieties * Create spectacular orchid displays
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This is actually a pretty good starter book. There are a vast number of books out there addressing

the subjects of growing, identification, history, etc. of these wonderful plants, but for those that just

bought their first orchid, or are contemplating such, then this is as good a book to start with as any.

Needless to say, no book can do it all for you and as you grow in this wonderful hobby, you will want

to check on more of the wonderful resources available. When I first began raising orchids, it was

hard to find anything that was meant for the general public, and most orchid books were unreadable

(if you could even find them) unless you had a degree on horticulture. I killed off quite a few of these

plants in my learning process, still do for that matter, but that is what is so fascinating about this

hobby, i.e. there is always so much more to learn.As with all the idiot books, this one covers your

basic informational needs, from selecting a good starter plant on to its care and maintenance. It has

humor thrown in here and there, which makes for a pleasing read. Now this in not a "picture book"

of orchids nor is it meant to be. Goodness knows there are many high dollar books out there to fulfill



this need. I liked this particular work as it does well illustrate that orchids are not as difficult to raise

as many feel they are. Yes, some have very specialized needs, but for the most part, the orchids

you have access to are not all that difficult if you just know what you are doing. This book gives you

that basic knowledge to get you started. It uses simple terms and written in an easy style that does

not send you running to the dictionary with every turned page. The illustrations are quite well done.
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